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. FORMATION FLYING ON INSTRUMENTS 
By the Hamilton Field Correspondent 


On a recent flight to Barksdale Field, 
Shreveport, La., with a formation of 
fowr B-18 airplanes of the 11th RBombard- 
ment Squadron, Hamilton Field, Calif., 
it was necessary to fly on instruments 
from Hamilton Field to Bakersfield, 
Calif., the time involved being approxi- 
pence | one hour and thirty minutes. In- 
asmuch as the technique used for forma- 
tion flying through this frontal area is 
believed to be of general interest, the 
following is noted; 

The flight took off from Hamilton 
Field and climbed to an altitude of ap- 
proximately 3,500 feet until the vicini- 
ty of Mt, Diablo was reached. A decision 
was then made to fly over or through a 
front which reduced visibility to near 
zere on the course to March Field. In 
general, the technique used was in ac- 
cordance with that described in Group 
orders. 

About three minutes before the front 
was penetrated, definite communication 
by radio was established with all planes 





of the flight and instructions were is- 
sued to stand by for command to fly over 
or through the overcast ahead. 
tions were also issued at this time that, 
in the event we did not get on top by 

the time the formation reached an alti- 
tude of 8,500 feet, instructions for 
front penetration in accordance with 
Group orders would obtain, As a matter 
of fact, this order was thoroughly dis- 
cussed with all airplane commanders be- 
fore the take-off, and they were also fa- 
miliar with the flignt lan which called 
for an altitude of 8,500 feet, on the 
flight to March Field, on a course of 

117 caerees magnetic. 

It should be mentioned at this time 
that instructions were given before the 
take-off that, in the event it became 
necessary to fly through a front, the 
second flight, which in this instance 
consisted of but one plane, would fly at 
an air speed of 10 miles per hour less 
than that of the leading flight. ‘This 
was not to hold true in the event of 
ascent through overcast but only in case 
of penetration of front. These instruc- 
tions were somewhat at variance with the 
above mentioned order, but were deemed 
advisable in view of the fact that, if 


| 
Instruc- | 
| 





both flights maintained the same air- 
speed and were at the same altitude over 
an extended period of time with only 
two-minute intervals between flights, it 
miens have been possible for the second 
flight te overrun the first flight, 

Just befere the front was penetrated, 
the navigator took the drift, which was 
plus 10 cagneee. changing the desired 
course to 127 degrees instead of 117 de- 
grees as formerly planned, Immediately 
thereafter, the command for ascent over 


| overcast was given and acknowledged by 
ng 


to an altitude of 8,500 feet (still in 
overcast), the lead plane, piloted by 
Lieut. J.H. Atkinson, leveled off and 
attempted to ot an airspeed of 145 
miles per hour (cal.) on a course of 

127 degrees. However, due to icing 
conditions and the altitude, an airspeed 
of 145 miles per hour could not be main- 
tained, and it was necessary to reduce 
the airspeed to 135 miles per hour, For- 
tunately, the other prenes of the forma- 
tion were contacted by radio and inform- 
ed to reduce their speed accordingly - 
the second flight now maintained an air- 
speed of 125 miles per hour. 

Snow static interfered with radio com- 
munication at this time, and it can 
readily be seen that communications will 
often fail under these conditions. It 
is believed extremely important to fore-. 
see such conditions as not being able to 
maintain the airspeed as directed before 
entering the overcast while communica- 
tion is definite. 

Throughout the flight, violent snow 
and rain squalls were encountered which 
immediately broke all wing antenna 
wires, but except for brief periods 
while flying thro snow squalls, com- 
munication with all planes was maintain- 
ed. Considerable ice was encountered, 
which appeared to be a cross between 
clear and rhyme, but the de-icers kept 
the airfoils practically free of ice. 
However, the command antenna masts vi- 
brated badly at times, due to ice, and 
it appears that the de-icer boots on 
these masts are not entirely satisfacto- 
ry. At one time it was necessary to 
open the navigator's hatch and hit the 
front mast in order to free it of ice. — 


all airplane commanders, atts climb 
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About ten miles north of Bakersfield, 


| had been instructed to fly at reduced 


the formation broke out in the clear,and | airspeed, it was about 29 miles behind, 


both wing men were about three miles 
from the lead plane on their respective 
flanks. Inasmuch as the second flight 


but me the formation after it had 
circled Bakersfield for about five 
minutes. 
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CELESTIAL NAVIGATION TEST BY 


88TH RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON 


Ey the Hamiltcn Field Correspondent 


With two B-18's, the 88th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron of Hamilton Field, 
made two flights across the Gulf of 
Mexico to qualify flight personnel for 
Celestial Navigation, the flight being 
required - the GHQ Air Force as a final 
test for the course in that subject. Two 
navigators were carried in each airplane, 
ene performing the actual navigation of 
the airplane and the other doing a 
follow-the-pilot type of navigation, 
wherein he plotted his landfall on his 
chart and computed his error independ- 
ently. The Souadron Commander's air- 

lane carried Major Newton Longfellow, 

ieuts. G.E, Pierce, H.F. Bronson, St 
Sergeant G.E, Miller and Private, ist 
Class, J.C. Slough. The second B-18 was 
crewed by Lieuts. R.R. Walker, A,J.Jones, 
T.S. Faulkmer, Staff Sergeant C.A. Davis 
and Private, ist Class, S. Tower. liajor 
Longfellow and Lieut. Walker were the 
pilots; Lieuts. Pierce and Jones, co- 


pilots, and Lieuts. Bronson and Faulimer, 


navigators. Staff Sergeants Miller and 
Davis were the engineers, and Privates 
Slough and Tower, radio operators. 

The B-18's took off at a 15-minute in- 
terval from Hamilton Field on the even- 
ing of Monday, March 14th, and landed 
at Kelly Field, Texas, via March Field 
Calif., on Tuesday afternoon, The nex 
morning, at 9:00 o'clock, they took off 
separately and flew to a point where the 
<8th parallel meets the coast of Texas, 
and from there along the parallel out 
over the Gulf of Mexico for a distence 
of 888 miles to Florida, where a land- 
fall was made on Tampa, The two naviga- 


Calif., | 


| Field, Texas, for the night. 
The return trip to Hamilton Field was 
| started on Friday, and both airplanes 
| arrived safely home on Saturday after- 
“noon, March 19th, The flight totaled 

5 Sak ar tt | 5,400 miles and was com- 
| pleted in a little less than five days, 
' the flying time being about 34 hours. 

| The maintenance crews and radio tech- 
| nicians performed their work efficient- 
‘ly, and the airplanes functioned per- 

| fectly throughout the entire flight. 

Lisut, Arnold, Weather Officer at 

|Kelly Field, gave a forecast for the 
| eastward flight across the Gulf. He 
predicted two fronts with the condi- 

' tions along the route, which proved to 
be exactly as predicted, For the return 
trip, Lieut, Arnold sent a se Sa jor a 

'weatner report to Major Longfellow in 
|Florida, This prediction was also accu- 
| rate, and was of considerable aid on 

' the westward crossing of the Gulf, 

The flying weather was generally good 
_during the trip. However, on the east- 
ward flight across the Gulf of Mexico, 
_the weather was obscured by fog and the 
| gun played hide-and-seek tarough a high 
overcast for the greater part of the 
‘flight. The fog hindered dead reckon- 
| ing nevigation but made reliance on 
‘celestial navigation a reality, and as 
the resultant errors were well within 
the allowable limits of Celestial Navi- 
| gation, the crews learned * actual 

' Q@xperience that they can reliably de- 
'pend upon the celestial method when it 
| is really needed. , 

| m-=—OU0 --— 


tors in one crew had errors cf 14 and 13 | 


miles, while the two navigators in the 
Other crew had errors of 6 and 2 miles, 
The airplanes landed at the United 


States Coast Guard Station at St. Peters-| which from 30,000 to 


burg, Florida, where the six officers 
and four enlisted men were treated with 
real southern hospitality by the citi- 
zens of that community. 

On Thursday evening, the airplanes 
took off before k and started west 
Over the Gulf again to perform landfalls 
on the Texas coest, one airplane doing a 
landfall on Corpus Christi and the other 
on Rockport, Texas. Both navigators of 
©ne airplane made errors of one mile on 
Corpus isti, from where they proceed- 
ed to Kelly Field to spend the night. 
The navigators of the other crew had er- 
rors of five miles and one mile on Rock- 
port, from where they flew to Randolph 


The Materiel Division, Wright Field 
in ite material laboratory has recently 
‘had installed a new oc ogee: in 

,0O0O0 revolutions 
/per minute can be obtained, This is 
|about ten times the speed of the usual 
centrifuge. It is of all metal con- 
| struction. Used for the clarification 
| of viscous gn yet tests can be complet- 
|'ed in about 20minutes with this labora- 
| tory model which ordinarily would take a 
‘day. This type centrifuge is for prepare - 
‘mental work only. It consists principal- 
iy of a cylinder about two inches in 
| diameter and about 10 to 12 inches in 
‘length, which fits in a compressed air 
| turbo-driven centrifuge cas With 
_ the numerous tests performed in the ma- 
' terial laboratory, it will be in almost 
| constant use. : 
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OORDIAL LETTERS FROM GUATEMALAN REPUBLIC | 


In connection with the recent mags 
flight of the 19th gs Say Corps, from 
the Panama Canal Zone to Guatemala City, 
Guatemala,there are quoted below letters 
received from the President of that Re- 
public and his Minister of Foreign Rela- 
tions, viz: 


"Office of the President 
Republic of Guatemala 


Guatemala, R. de Guatemala, 
February 22, 1938. 


Brigadier General agouy* H, Brett, 
Commander of the 19th Wing, A.C., 
Alorook Field, Canal Zone, 


Dear General Brett: 


Your favor of February 1€, 1938, 
gives me the opportunity to express once 
“oes our pleasure and gratification 
with which your recent visit to Guatemala 
was received, 

Tais visit and the cordiality ex- 
tended towards it by the Government and 
the peo le of Guatemala have been a de- 
monstration of the perfect 'Good 
Neighbor' relations whieh exist between 
the two republics. 

I hope that in the near future you 
will be able to make another trip to 
Guatemala which will allow you to become 
more fully acquainted with this country. 

Tt have the honor to remain, . 

Yours very truly, 


(Sig.) JORGE UBICO." 


"Office Foreign Relations 
Guatemala 
Central America 


Guatemala, Republic of Guatemala 
February 21, 1938 


Dear General Brett: 


I have tie honor to amneousenee re- 
ceipt of your favor of February 16, 1958; 
the kind thoughts expressed therein have 
been most gratifying to me. 

While acknowledging this letter I am 
taxing the opportunity to assure youthat 
it was a great satisfaction for the Guate- 
malan Government as well as for me person- 
ally to make the acquaintance of you, the 
dignified representative of the Air Corps 


of the U.S, 
ed officers. 

We ghait elways remember the pleasant 
vigit with which the squadron under your 


command has favored us; may I express my 
most cordial admiration for your person- 
nel who, to_be sure, have mace maby 
friends in Guatemala,who always will re- 
member the kindness of the General and 
the officers of the 19th W ° 

I have the honor to remain, 


Very truly yours 
ca Sig.) CARLOS SALAZAR 
Eigadior General Geo. H. Brett, 


t A.C. 
Rivbrook Mela, Canal Zone." 


iB. 





"GOOD WILL" FLIERS TAKE A BRIEF REST 
| - IN PANAMA CANAL ZONE 


'° En route from Albrook Field, Canal 
Zone, the Air Corps flying field on the 
‘Pacific side, on the last leg of their 
return flight from Buenos Aires, Argen- 
| tina, the six silver winged B-17 combat 
| planes, commanded by Flight Commander, 

i Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, Air Corps, 

| landed at France Field, the Air Corps 
\flying field on the Atlantic side of the 
| Sona Zone, at 8:45 a.m,, February 26, 

| The six formidable flying fortresses 
| stopped at France Field for the regular 
| 40-nour periodic check and inspection to 
| be made by the Panama Air pape’ prior to 
i the take-off for Langley Field, Va. Dur- 
'ing the 20-hour stopover, such repairs 
'as were required were accomplished, the 
| entire personnel of the Panama Air Depot 
‘remaining on "Alert Call." 

: The Flight took off from France Field 
iat 6:31 a.m., Sunday morning, Feb 

\27, 1938, for a non-stop flight to 

| Langley Yield. 

' AS a compliment to the officers of the 
‘South American Flight, a reception and 
'dance was held at the Officers’ Club at 
fog Field on Saturday night, February 
i §atisfied to rest for a suort while on 
|the laurels of their record flight to 
the middle of South America, the six 
|Army b-17's paused on the return flight 
i|for a two- visit at the two Canal 
|Zone air fields. The crews, who spoke 
\Slowingly of the cordial hospitality 
‘shown them by the South American coun- 

. tries they visited, were welcomed in the 
' Canal Zone with a party given by the 
'Albrook Field Officers' Club, followed 
iby one at France Field the next night. 
|Early the morning after they took to the 
air again on the non-stop flight to 

| Langley Field. 

With an international acclaim herald- 
ing this latest Air Corps achievement, a 
highly interested and excited assemblage 
of military personnel and civilians had 
gathered at Albrook Field prior to the 
arrival of the huge Bombers to witness 
an armada never before seen over the 
Isthmian Republic. 

The four-motored giants winged into 


» and of your distinguish; view from the east, wheeled overhead in 


echelon, beating the air with quiet omin- 
ous thunder, circled the field to land, 
and glided in turn onto the field with 
the agility of Pursuit planes. 

The planes were parked on the line,and 
the spectators were afforded a good view 
of the triumphantly resting squat mon- 
sters. Above the cockpit of each, a 
| Small United States flag waved Soeetng. 

Mechanics swarmed under the w age 
blocked the wheels against the st ff dry 
geason breeze, and proudly the new birds 
oz war stood for inspection, 
(Continued on Page 
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EXCELLENT SERVICE RECORD OF O-46A PLANZ : 


"We ‘youngsters! in the Air Corps," 
says the Mitchel Field Correspondent, 
"hear tales from the older troopers | 
about the devotion of a man for his | 
horse, and vice versa, especially as ex-| 
emplified so often by mounted soldiers. 
We pay due respect to these tales, but 
sometimes we wonder if there isn't some-| 
thing to be said, too, for the obedience, 
response, and attentiveness to duty dis-| 
played by the flyer's basic item of 
equipment - the airplane. 

‘0-464 type airplane, Air Corps No, 35-) 
172, field mumber 102, assigned to the 
97th Observation Squadron (Corps & Army) | 
at the Mitchel Field Air Base, has been | 
transferred to the Middletown Air Depot, | 
Penna., for its first major overhaul and | 
for a contemplated traasfer to the 
Hawaiian Department. 

'102' was originally flown in July, 
1936, at the Dougles factory at Senta 
Monica, Calif., by Captain R.G. darris, 
Air Corps. She was ferried to the Hast 
Coast | lst Lieut. W.M. Prince, Air 
Corps, in September, and during the next! 
Seventeen months completed 111%9:05 hours | 
of flying time. Exactly forty pilots 
were instrumental in the compilation of 


this figure, and their army ranks ranged | of 
' airplane to go out cf control te 


from Flying Cadets and a flying Warrant 


Officer through each successive stage to | 


Colonel. Both the Base Commander and 
the Commanding Officer of the 9th Bom- 


bardment Group, GHQ Air Force, flew this | 


ship, 
een 
Overhaul shops. Never an itinerant 
pe by nature, she did Fe 
country to Texas last fal 
eral trips to Florida and return. Sie 
was nursed and tended by seven crew 
chiefs in each Grese from Private, lst 
Class, AM 2nd Class, to Staff Sergeant. 
The first was Sergeant A. Spade; the 
last, Staff Sergeant A. Pollack. Inso- 
far as personnel is concerned, her most 


She carried four successful yet 


t on a cross- 


ermanent fixture was Technical Sergeant | 


. Skaggs, flight chief from Septemder, 
1936, to date of transfer. 
ed a total of 858 missions and, although 
the actual number of different types o 
missions was not determined, let it be 
said to the credit of '102' that 'she 
completed all the Corps & Army missions 
she was called upon to do! in a manner 
befitting any good soldier, Her accom- 
piishnents may be viewed as a result of 

er own inherent characteristics, plus 
the technical and tactical efficiency of 
the men who tended her." 


Bids were recently opened at Wright 
Field, Ohio, for short-range amphibian 
airplanes, the bids based on quantities 
of from one to fifty. The Grumman Jir- 
craft Corporation, Bethpage, Long Island, 
proved to be the only bidder. 


' a new 
‘ure in 


quate R-1535-7 'vasp' engines to the 


and Made sev-_ 


She perforn-. 


CONTRACT AWARD FOR AIRPLANE PARTS 


The Honorable Louis Johnson, Acting 
Secretary of War, announced on March 
25th the award of two contracts to the 

ouglas Aircraft Company, Inc 

Northrop Division), £1 Segun 


do, Calif., 


'for the procurement of spare parts for 
| Yorthrop Attac 


k type airplanes in the 
total amount of $210,741.71. 

These spare parts are for delivery at 
Air Corps depots and at stations whose 
tactical units are equipped with A-17A 
Attack Planes. These spares are to be 
used as normal replacements incident to 
routine maintenance. 


Se , * 


D.F.C,. AWARDED TO LIEZUT, BOUSHEY 


General Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, announce the award of 
the Distinguished Flying Cross to end 
Lieut. Homer A, Roushey, Jr., Air Corps, 


. "For aetoism ‘and extraordinary achieve- 


ment while participating in an aerial 


flight on October 5, 1956, near Fort 


Lewis, Washington, While descending 
trom an altitude performance flight in 
type airplane, a structural fail- 
oa aircraft resulted in the loss 
of both ailerons, thereby causing the 
orari- 
ly. After a descent of about 2,000 feet, 
| Lieutenant Boushey, the pilot, motioned 
_to his mechanic to jump and then, by 
skillful use of the remaining controls 

, and at the risk of his life, brought the 
disabled airplane to a safe landing. The 
/ courage, sound judgment, and skill dis- 
| Played by Lieutenant Boushey resulted in 
great monetary savings to the Government 
-and made possible an engineeri study 

| of the structural failure of this new 

| type airplane." » 

——— OU) O-—— 


i OQHANGE IN COMMANDERS AT KELLY FIELD 
An outstanding event at the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, re- 
cently, was the arrival of Colonel Frank 
D., Lackland, Air Corps, the new Command- 
' ant, who succeeded Brigadier General 
' Arnold N, Krogstad. Colonel Lackland as- 
' sumed the duties of School Commandant on 
| Saturday, March 12, 1938. General 
| Krogstad, commanding the field, was ex- 
yo ed to depart from Kelly Field on 
| March 25th for his new assignment and 
duties as Wing Commander of the Second 
Wing, GHQ Air ORR: ae Field, Va. 
~-——O0 00 --— 


Major General 0, Westover, Chief of 
the Air Corps, made a brief stop at 
Kelly Field, Texas, on the evening of 
Marca llth, to confer with brigadier 
General Arnold N. Krogstad, Commandant 
of the Advanced Flying School, on mpat- 
ters pertaining to the Air Corps. Gener- 
al Westover then departed in an A-17 
plane for Randolph Field, Texas. 
™ V-7676, A.C. 


























RETIREMENT OF AN "OLD-TIMER" Ill ARMY AVIATION 
By the March Field Correspondent 


Master Sergeant Carl T, Hale, Air 
Corps, who retired on February 28th, last, 
completed over thirty years' service in 
the United States Army, including two 
renee" double timefor foreign service. 

e was born on February 18, 1887, at 
sparta, Mo., and would have-us believe 
that he was reared down in the Ozark 
Mountains where the owls and chickens 
are friends and roost on the same edge 
of the flour barrel, and where the town 


is oe small that you have to swing in on 
a vine, 
Beginning his military career on Janu- 


ary <8, 1910, at Springfield, Mo., he 
spent his recruit days at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Mo., and shortly thereafter he 


was assigned to Comp "H," Signal | 
Corps, at Fort Omaha, Neb., his first 
love, He remained with this organiza- 


tion until he was transferred to suey 

in Alaska, where he arrived in July,1910, 
and was assigned to station at "Kotlik," 
located at the mouth of the Yukon River. | 
His duties were that of engineer and op-| 
erator of a wireless station for boats 


arriving and departing in the days be- 
fore radio communication was perfected. 
The nearest neighboring town in those 


days was St. Michael, eighty miles from 
civilization, After two years of dut 

in Alaska, Sergeant Hale, in July,1912, 
was again assigned to Fort Omaha, Nebd., 
where he remained until September of the 
same year, It was in that month that 
the aeronautical career of Master Ser- 
geant Hale began, 

Hav joined the Aviation Section, 
Signal orps, he was assigned to duty at. 
College Park, Md., and there was born 
the first organization of our present 
Air Corps. is organization at first 
consisted of ten officers and sixteen 
enlisted men, the A ra ak being three 
Curtiss and three Wright pusher Planes. 
In the fall of 1912, the College Park 
School was moved to Augusta, Ga., for 
the winter period, but in February,1913, 
it was moved to Texas City, Texas, the 
payee being to provide aviation for 

e ground troops. In the summer of 
that year, the operating personnel at 
Texas City was moved to San Diego, 
Calif., leaving behind a small detach- 
ment to continue aeronautical work with 
troops. 

The year 1914 saw the concentration 
of 7s aviation training activities in 
the United States at San Diego. It was 
in 1914, said Sergeant Hale, that the 
Old type planes then in use were dis- 
carded and the famous "Jennie" or Curtiss 
JN_was introduced in the Army. 

En dees, 1915, the First Aero Squadron 
was ordered organized, under the command 
of First Lieut. Benjamin D, Foulois; now 








Major General, U.S.A,, Retired, who, up 
to a little over two years ago, was Chief 


~5- 


of the Air Corps. In July, 1915, this 
organization was ordered to Fort Sill, 
SicTahoma, for duty. In October, the 
Squadron was transferred to San Antonio, 
Texas. It is interesting to note, says 
Sergeant Hale, that this trip was the 
first overland movement of the then ex- 
isting Air Service, The distance of 500 
miles was covered in six days - then con- 
sidered record time, but quite in con- 
trast to our present methods of transfer 
which requires but three hours by air 
over the same route. "It wasn't long 
thereafter," he continued, "that we 
again moved, and this time to. the Mexi- 
can Border, where we remained until the 
bagennsae of the world war." 

t was in November, 1915, that Ser- 
geant Hale was returned to San Diego, 
and when the 2nd Aero Squadron was or- 
ganized in January, 1916, he was assign- 
ed thereto, Later, however, when this 
Squadron departed for service in the 
Philippines - being the first aviation 
squadron to travel to the Islands - Ser- 
geant Hale did not accompany it but re- 
mained in San Diego with a school squad- 
ron. It was at this School that "Po 
Hale," as he is affectionately ealled, 
received his first instruction in flying 
and how to become a "flier," as he puts 


it. The airplane used for instruction 
purposes in those days was called the 
Martin T.T." It was the only one of 


that type and, incidentally, the last 
one. "I learned to fly after a fashion," 
says Pop, "but quit handling the con- 
trols to trouble-shoot these babies in- 
stead, 

Among the stations at which Sergeant 
Hale saw service were Kelly Field,Texas; 
Mather Field, Calif.; Honolulu, Hawaii; 
Panama Canal Zone, and March Field, 
Calif. He has to his credit 26 years' 
service with Army aviation, He s been 
a noncommissioned officer for 24 years, 
and has held the grade cf Master Ser- 
geant for over 20 years. He is married 
and has two children - a married 
daugiter and a grown son, He will make 
his home temporarily in the City of 
Riverside, Calif. 

With the exception of his first enlist- 
ment, Sergeant dale's entire service has 
been connected with Army aviation, We 


| asked him about his greatest thrill in 
the service, and he replied: "On a cross- 


in February, 1914.- seven hours, 
fifteen minutes in the air with Lieut, 
B.Q. Jones (now Colonel, Air Corps as 
pilot, Corporal Howser and myself as pass- 
engers. Lieut. Jones was re ha an old 
Burgess Wright, aguyoed with a Renault 
engine, V type. e were three thousand 
feet in the air, and Corporal Howser and 
myself were . ng turns riding on the 
cowling trying to put out a fire which 
had started in the motor, Thanks to. 


country 
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fire extinguishers, we finally put out 
the fire, It must be remembered that in 
those days we had no such contraption as 
a parachute, ani we had to rice it out 
with the good Lord and His arms around 
us, We landed safely, but it sticks out 
as the biggest thrill I ever received." 

Reminiscing back over tue years when 
our present Kir Corps was just beginning 
to crawl, Sergeant Hale recalls very vi- 
vidly some of our trail blazers, such as 
General Foulois, previously mentioned; 
Lieut. H.d, Arnold, now Brigadisr Genoer- 
al and Assistant Chief of tne Air Corps; 
Lieut. Roy C, Kirtland, now Colonel, Air 
Corps (Inspector General's Department) ; 
Corporal V.L. Burge, now Lieut. Colonel, 
Air Corps, and also the first enlisted 
pilot of the Air Service; Private William 
C. Ocker, now Lieut. Colonel, Air Corps; 
Lieut. Frank P, Lahn, now Colonel, Air 
Corps, also the first Comnanding General | 
of the Air Corps Training Center; and 
Private L.D, Bradsaaw, now Warrant Offi- 
cer, U.S,. Army, and arm, airplane viloi. 

Asked what he thougat of the vrogress 
of aviation today as compared with that 
of 1912, "Pop" replied: "Plenty,brother, 
we are still in tre experimental stege. 
The present day aircrart will be aoout 
@s much out of date five years from now 
as they were in the old davs, Airplanes 
of tomorrow will not only be twice as 
large as they are today, but will ascend | 
trice as higa also." 

Needless to say, Sergeant Hale's 
knowledge of the many cifficult duties 
which he has performed, anc his tact in 
dealing with aeronautical vroblems are 
characteristic or the high standards of 
efficiency of this soldier, Throughout 
his service he has always been niga in 
the esteem of all his superiors. dHis 
loyalty and attention to duty, together 
with his excellent record, is most com- | 
mendable, and should be an inspiration | 
and an example to all enlisted men. 

May the ensuing years of a well-earned | 
retirement give you satisfaction in know- 
ing that you, in a measure, helped to 
blaze the trail of aviation. Your tire- 
less devotion to duty, your considera- 
tion for those under you, and your cheer- 
fulness, will always endear you to your 
many friends, and which won for you tue 
respect and admiration of everyone with 
whom yon came in contact. 

Many happy landings, Old Timer! 


---000--~ | 


Wright Field loses an wnusually large 
number of its officers this year to the 
Army Industrial College. This number 650): 
far amounts to seven, Usually, not more | 
than three officers are chosen to report | 
for this duty. Those who are scheduled | 
to pursue the course of instruction at 
the Army Industrial College for ‘the next | 
school year are Majors H.%. Bogert, F.S. | 
Borum, E.T, Kennedy, R.W, Props, Capis. | 
J.F, Connell, L.C. Craigie. and C.S. | 
Irvine. | 

| 


bu 


| accident. 


| Air Force, 


i up. 


‘ance of the helpless p 
| ed in removing him from the wreckage and 
| further 


, ed 
and tne outmoded Bomber broke into a 


AIR CORPS SOLDIER COMMENDED FOR BRAVERY 
In an order issued at Barksdale Field, 


La., on March 16, 1938, Brigadier Gener- 
al F, L. Martin, Air Corps, Commanding 


the Third Wing, GHQ Air Force, highly 
commended Private John KX, Gahr, Air 
Corps, for bravery during an aircraft 
This order reads as follows: 
"1, At 10:15 a.m,, Saturday, January 


22, 1938, Lieutenant David 3B. Lancaster, 


aL, 


'Air Reserve, as pilot, with Private, Air 


‘echanic 2nd Class,John K, Gahr, 6830668 
Rac. Opr), Oth Attack Squadron, GHQ 
as passenger, had a major air- 
plane accident at Chapman Field, Miami, 
Florida. Lieutenant Lancaster was in- 
jured around the face and knocked uncon- 
scious at the time. Private Gahr, while 
not injured was dazed and badly shaken 
The airplane was emoking and ina 
severely damaged condition, Disregard- 
ins the extreme danger of fire, Private 
Gahr rushed immedia et tc the assist- 
lot and succeed- 


, er, This quick action on 
his part elicited universal praise from 


the personnel present at the scene of 
the accident. : 
"2, The Wing Commander desires to ex- 


_press his pride and satisfaction in the 
' splendid action of Private Gehr 


who by 
his total disregard for personal sefety 
exemplified the highest tradition of 


| the service. 


"3. This order will be read to all or- 


ganizations of this command at the next 


|Tormation aad a copy posted on all wit 
bulletin boards." 


---000--- 


"Good Will" Fliers in Panama 
(ULOontinued irom Pages 3S ). 





And then, all faces turned involunta~ 


'rily toward the south end of the field 


as 2 discordant rasp of two motors an- 
nounced a lone P-6 Bomber warming up. A 


| leader of many a proud review over 
| Albrook Field in former days, swarmed 
| over by admiring crowds at New Orleans 


a few years previous, it now justifies 
its remaining service by occasional mos- 
cuito dusting along the banks of the 
Canal, As it waddled toward the take- 
off enc of the field, its wmigainly lines 
evoked from the spectators many smiles 
of comparison. The pilot opened the 
tnurottle; two venerable Cyclones cough- 
spat cut tne sudden charge of gas, 


snarl of senile defiance as it took the 
air for its home scree 
wae) QO wase0 
Master Sergeant John Dolan, 44th Recon- 


' naissance Squadron, Albrook Field, Canal 


Zene, was placed on the retired list on 
Marcn 31, 1958, and advanced on the re- 
tired list to a lst Lieutenant, under 
the provisions of the Act of Congress, 
approved May 7, 1932. 
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RECORD ATTENDANCE AT TRAINING CENTER 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Prior to the organization of the Air 
Corps Training Center, the largest class 
to begin flying instruction after the es- 
tablishment of the Primary and Advanced 
Flying Schools, entered Brooks Field in 
September, 1924, and consisted of 287 
students. 

After the organization of the Air 
Corps Training Center and up until the 
time that Randolph Field was »ccupied, 
the largest class ef Primary students. 
entered in the fall of 1929, Of these 
students, 132 entered March Field and 
145 entered Brooks Field, or a total of 
277? students for the two schools. 

Up until the past years the largest 
class entering Randolph Field consisted 
of 220 students. This class entered in 


ph 
Field in October, 1937, (284) was the 
largest class to begin flying training 
since the organization of the Air Corps 
Training Center and was just three stu- 
dents short of the previous record- 
breaking class. 


As of March 23, 1938, there are 641 
students present in the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center, divided as indicated in the 
table which appears below. 


By comparison with the above figures, 
it can readily be seen that the present 
class is considerably larger than 


The class which 1337, Randol 


| which has entered previously, It-is 


also expected that there will be an 
even greater number of students in the 
Training Center in July, 1938, than 
there are at present, 

The figures given below show students 
present in the Air Corps Training Center 





November of 1931. 


as Of March 23, 1938: 














Primary Basic Advanced Total 
Regular Army Officers 20 73 2 95 
National Guard Officers 9 0 9 
Foreign Officers 0 6 6 
Flying Cadets 339 99 93 _531 
TOTALS 368 172 101 641 
Students estimated to be 
eee es it 
---000--- 


WHEN THE 31ST BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON MOVED TO HICKAM FIZLD 


January 20, 1938, at Hamilton Field, 
Calif., dawned bright and clear, the 
first good fl ing day in three weeks. 
Everyone in the 3lst was eager to be 
flying, and consequently all planes were 
in the air. 

Then, at 1:30 p.m,, occurred the inci- 
dent which changed ail our preconceived 
plaas., Major Tavlor was contacted by 
radio and ordered to land immediately. 
Fifteen minutes later all other planes 
in turn received the same message. As 
personnel reached the hype they were 
greeted with the news that this Squadron 
was pocmsne immediately to move as a 
complete unit to the Air Corps' newest 
and largest airdrome - Hickam Field - 
sailing on the U.S, Army Transport 
REPUBLIC at noon on February lst, only 
eight days away. 

Needless to say, the first result was 
considerable consternation on the part 
of everyone - some wanted to gc, some 
didn't, and the remainder were unmoved. 
Then, too, there was considerable to do 
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;and one wondered if it could be done in 
' time, 

| The first problem was to determine who 
‘would go; 30 officers and 180 enlisted 
'men were required and the 3lst did not 
-have this entire number available, due 

| to recent Sore service periods and 
‘reenlistment difficulties, Within 24 
,hours, the Squadron Commander completed 
jhis organization, having the entire ros- 
| ter of Hamilton Field from which to 

: choose. 

Packing, of course, had begun immedi- 
‘ately. fficers and noncommissioned of- 
'ficers' furnishings were called for the 
‘next morning, and a crew of carpenters 
‘and Quartermaster helpers went to work 
iin earnest. Some seventy families to 
|peee was no small order, nor was this 

| y any means the largest order to be 
ifilled. All Squadron property for this 
;full strength unit had to be assembled 
)and crated - Quartermaster property, 
/Ordnance, technical equipment - a 
‘thing that a combat organization would 











require to operate a new post, 

host of incidental items had to be 
crowded into the already well filled 
working hours. New personal ecuipment 
to be drawn, Air Corps and personal 
equipment to be turned in or exchanged, 


physical exams, discharges and reenlist- 


ments corm.eted, rost¢crs prevsred, ~a- 
rental consent to foreign secvice duty 
for minors had te be se sured. 
ly, all furnishings ard equivnent were 
taken to the dock, cars were delivered 
for transport, and the Squadron was 
ready for embarking. 

Noon February lst saw us taking our 
last look at the American mainland and 
beginning our voyage for Hawaii, Regard- 
ing the trip, little was unusual except 


the rough weather at the start which made 


seasick victims of many, including the 
Naval passengers. 1 
trip. however, was caln, and so Honolulu 
Harbor arrived on our starboard side on 
February 8th, as scheduled. 

ain the rush to disembark, clear the 
customs, and find suitable living quar- 
ters. éoncerning the first activities 
eof the Squadron, the tent city for the 
men, errival of the cizassembied air- 
plenes, and early changes in the organi- 
zation thore will be more later. Suffice 
it to say, everybody is engarens the 
weather, but few like the looks of all 
the fatigue work to be done, incident to 
establishing a new Air Base along with 
aoguaae Squadron work on a full sched- 
ule, 

---000--- 


OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO TECHNICAL SCHOOL 


Special Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, direct the following- 
named Air Corps officers to report next 
fall for duty as students in 1938-1939 
courses of instruction as indicated be- 


Ow: | 
DENVER BRANCH, AIR CORPS TECHWICAL SCHOOL; 


Photographic Course 
lst Lieut. Tavis W. Hutchison, from 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Armament Couree 
lst Lieut. iffor . nees, 2nd Lieuts. 
William F, Dey, Jr., and Joreph B. 
Stanley, from Langley Field, Va. 
2nd Lieuts, Eugene Brecht, Jr., and 
Te ge L. Neely, from Selfridge Field, 
ich, 
2nd Lieut. Clayton B. Claasen, from 
Maxwell Field, Ala. 


AIR CORPS TECHNICAL SCHOOL, CHANUTE FIELD | 


Communications Course 
2nd Lieuts. Harold I, Kreiaer and Ray- 
Meee P, Todd, from Selfridge Field, 


2nd Lieuts. Joseph D, Lee, Jr., Glenn C. 
Paceweon and Richard C, Weller, from 
lane ey Field, Va. 

end Lieut. Seward W, Hulse, Jr., from 
Chanute Field, Ill. 





Final- 


The latter part of the 


| 

| 

| 
- 


i lst Lieut. William M, Canterbury, from 

| the Philip»ine Department. 

‘1st Lieut. Albert T, Wilson, Jr., and 
2nd Lieut. Carl Swyter, from March 

|. Field, Calif. 

/ ist Lieut. Richard A, Legg, from the 
Panama Canal Department. 


Airplane Meintenance Engineering Course 





lst Lieuts. Paul T, Hanley, Elvin §. 
Ligon, Lawson S, Moseley, Jr., Wilson 
H,. Neal and 2nd Lieut. Clair L. Wood, 
from March Field, Calif, 


, lst Lieut. John J. Morrow, from Hamil- 


tor. iielc, Calif, 


‘lst Ticuts. John ¥. Hutchison, Millard 
C. ‘oung, from Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
lst [ceut. Paul G, Miller and 2nd’Lieut. 


Harry Coursey, from Langley Field, Va. 
2nd Lieuts. Lester S. Harris and Arnold 
T, Johnson, from Selfridge Field,Mich. 


---000--- 


STATION ASSIGNMENTS OF GRADUATES OF 
COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF SCHOOL 


Six Air Corps officers, now on duty 
'as students at the Command and General 
Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
are relieved from this assignment and 
duty, erfective upon the completion of 
| their present course of instruction and 
assigned to duty at the Air Corps sta- 
tions as indicated below, viz: 
To March Field, Calif.; Major Eugene 
.L, Hubanx, 
| To Langley Field, Va.; Majors John W, 
Monahan, Frederick W, Evans and Theodore 
* Koenig. 
To Selfridge Field, Mich,: Major Harold 
iH, George. 
' o Barksdale Field, La.: Major Younger 
‘A, Pitts. 
---000--- 


| EE PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY TRAILER 


A Photographic Board met at Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, on March 8th, to 
otusy the photographic laboratory 
trailer with a view to its standardiza- 
tion for the National Guard and Regular 
Army service. The photographic lahérae 
| tory trailer was developed by the Ma- 
| teriel Division for the purpose of the 
| accomplishment of quick development and 
| printing of phe Fogvenhe negatives in 
| the field. The officers in conference 
/on this Board were Major George W. 
Goddard, of the Materiel Division; 

Captain dK. whe f of Bolli Field, 
'D.C.3; Lieut. J.F, ompson, of Fort 
| Knox, Ky., and Lieut. W.M, Prince of 
| Mitchel Field, N.Y. " 
---000--- 














Upon the completion of his present 
course of instruction at the Air Corps 
Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Ala., 
Major Delmar H, Dunton, Air Corps, is 
assigned to duty at Langley Field, Va. 
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LESSONS FROM THE WAR IN SPAIN 


The March-April issue of Army Ordnance 
carries the trenslation from the Tian 
of an article by Lieut. Colonel Emilio 
Canevari, Infan ty Reserve, Italian Army, 
who saw service therein from 1908 to 
1934, and who is the author of_various 
articles on military topics. n the ar- 
ticle now under discussion, headed "Fore~ 
casts from the War in Spain," he points 
out the lessons to be learned from this 
war based on technical and tactical ex- 
perience, 

Stating that the ever increasing com- 
plexity of warfare makes the employment 
of etrongly led and highly trained troops 

e 


absolutely imperative, he asserts that 
only such troops possess the ability to 
take the offensive and to maneuver. Has- 
tily constituted levies may be capable 
of defending themselves in trenches or 
behind walls, but if one wishes to im- 
pose one's will upon the enemy, that is, 
© proceed either to the offensive or 
the maneuvering defensive, it immediate- 
ly becomes necessery to possess srecgs 
of high professional standards anc of a 
strongly developed military spirit. 
There should be no illusion on this 
point. With mere "enthusiasm" it is im- 
possible to maneuver and to win, At best, 
one can only defend one's self, and this 
of the cost of heavy and unnecessary 
Oss, 

Touching on the employment of aircraft 
in the Spanish War, Colonel Canevari 
says: 

‘Great care is necessary in drawing 
conclusions from the use of aircraft in 
this civil war and applying them unhesi- 
tatingly to a possible — wer, 
First of all, at the beginning of the 
conflict, there was no air force on 
either side in Spain. The air forces 
have constituted themselves, hesitating- 
ly and gradually, step by asen as the 
conflict has developed. Nor id there 


exist an aircraft industry in the —- 
ning. Thus air power has found itself 
essentially under the same conditions as 
during the World War when, scarcel 
it had to develop in the face of the 
most varied pUeenotes. Even todey, air 
power on both sides is present only on a 
small scale. 

Secondly, the Spanish territory was 
not prepared for the use of aircraft and 
least ef all for large air forces, and 
thirdly, the aircraft received by both 
parties consisted of varied models which 
were not always of very recent date. 
Moreover, the pilots taemselves were not 
always sufficiently - and above all, not 
pomogencously-trained. Last and not 
least, both sides for obvious volitical 

easons have refrained from using gas 
which is also true in the case of the 
artillery). 


It is efore reasonable to assume 


~Jo 


born, ! 


that the situation of aerial warfare in e 
European st le would differ greatly 
from what it is today in Spain. In the 
case of a large war, aerial warfare would 
etart with great masses of modern air- 
craft in full readiness on both sides, 
well armed. and supplied with munitions, 
directed by perfectly trained pilots ac- 
customed to act in concert, ere would 
be, moreover, numerous bases and points 
of supply, powerful national air indus- 
tries working at top speed, and large 
reserves of trained pilots, Finally, in 
a struggle of this acter it is to be 
|hoped, but is not at all certain, that 

| gas will not be used. 

| After having made these necessary qual. 
| ifications, let us now examine the re- 

i sults of the practical experiences gain- 
,ed in Spain, Speed has proved itself 

| the fundamental quality of military avi- 
| ation, The defensive fighting airplanes 
‘have shown themselves easily capable of 

| triumphing over the enemy's aircraft, 
‘when these, as in the beginning, consist- 
'ed of antiquated bombers capable of not 
;more than 250 kilometers per hour (155 
{miles per hour), But when there appear- 
|ed strongly armed modern bombers with a 

| Syaes of over 400 kilometers per hour 

| fiying insgquadron formation e task of 
, the defense became infinitely more diffi- 
‘cult. In fact, the fighters of the 

| Nationalist forces, despite their excel- 
| lent qualities, have not been able to 
‘prevent piratical bombers flying at top 

' speed from bombing their cities, and 
/even as was more recently the case, 
|roadsteads and the ships of the control 

| powers. 

| Certainly, in actual fighting under 

| equal conditions there always remains a 

| certain margin of efficiency in favor of 
‘the fighting piace, But, as the initia- 
'tive lies with the attecker, the bomber 
‘has a fair chance of reaching its objec- 
' tive before it can be attacked, is, 

| Lowever, Las been demonstrated repeated- 
‘ly in peace-time maneuvers, 

| Antiaircraft artillery of modern de- 

| gign (such as the German antiaircraft 

| ) has shown itself considerably more 
|; efficient tnan generally had been expect- 
ed. This fact should not be belittled - 
just as it shoula not be exaggerated. 
The air defense of warships must be con- 
, sidered even more efficient, surrounded 
lag they are with complete necklaces of 
antiaircraft guns. t is obvious that 
such defense will have its greatest ef- 
ficiency on the high seas rather than 
while ing in port. 

| Assault or attack aviation has proved 
| spesek mee <Seoennees It cam ee eand 
withou 2 eration, considering 

| the very Sanaticent isodes that have 
| occurred in the Spanish war, that the 

; Special branch of assault aviation is 
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destined to constitute, if not a prepon-| 
derant, at least a very important part 
of the air forces of tomorrow. 

The action of aircraft employed in 
straight or diving attack against troops, 
motorized colums, and other such tar- 
gets, has proved itself cf the highest 
efficiency, What is even more important, 
it has had great demoralizing effect 
upon the troops attacked. The lattar 
sehen ereunge 4 have not reacted at all nor 

ave they been capable of doing so. Un- 
doubtedly this fact had been foreseen, 
but foreseen in such a theoretical man- 


i 


ner that in all armies men have continu- | 


ed to marca anc to group themselves into 
much the same formations as they did 
twenty years aso, It is necessary to 
convince ourselves thet everything has 
changed in this respect and that today 
at every point and at every moment it 
will be necessary to take the fullest 
account of the danger from the air. The 
supreme effect of assault aviation in 
pursuit has been amply demonstrated by 
the Abyssinian Yar. 

Thus one may say in summary the oaly 
really new factor that has appeared in 
the tactical field since the Vorid Yar 
is the destructive and cemoralizi 
power of attack aviation. It is also 
the only new factor tactically favoring 
the attack (or the counter-attack) as 

cainst the other modern factors, all 
of which favor rather the defensive. 
From the operative and strategical point 
of view it is obvious that the advantage 
will be with the side which possesses 
the larger and better organized attack 
aviation anc so secures for itself -pre- 
dominance in the offensive. 

Upon these facts are based the follow- 
ing conclusions: 

. The air force should be and in the 
future will be aimed at the general ob- 
Jectives of the high command, but it is 
certain that this employment will, in 
the great majority of cases proceed in 


cooperation with the land and sea forces. | 


©. The natural development of avia- 
tion leads it toward the creation of va- 
rious tactical specialties (not to be 
confused with the collections of models 
with which certain air forces are af- 
flicted) and not towerd a unification of 
types. In this it follows precissly 
that road which must be taken by every 
arm as a result of technical progress 
and the multiformity of objectives in 
= warfare. Among these special 

ranches attack aviation is rapidly de- 
monstrating its importance because of 
its extraordinary efficiency. 

5. Attack aviation cannot by its very 
nature be employed in mass formation. 
Its intervention mst rather depend upon 
the choice of i) rentpiane and the fa- 
vorable moment. us in aerial warfare, 
as well as on the ground, it is easy to 
perceive that the netural tendency is. 
egainst the employment of mass forma- 





' concentration of forces, because this 


-10- 


tions - an employment which forms the 


| very negation of tactics and always must 


It is a profound er- 
ror, far too often found in Italy, to 
emo Loy the term of ‘creating mass' in 
the tactical domain to designate the 


lead to disaster. 


erroneous designation paves the way to 
,@ confusion in which 'mags' is mistaken- 
| ly substituted for 'phalanx.' The con- 
| cept of 'mass' is: typical only of stra- 
_tegy and has no place in the considera- 
| tion of tactics. 
In aerial warfare, it is evident 
| that predominance does not necessarily 
signisy numerical maperon aay . In par- 
' ticular, numbers cannot completely com- 
-pensatte for deficiency in quality. Owing 
| to the lightninglike character of its 
|action, the air force finds itself ca- 
'pable of effective activity even when 
'Outnumbered, It is rather a question of 
daring, of maneuvering spirit, of fer- 
tility in devisi tactical expedients, 
and tue faculty of making use of every 

; favorable incident. * * * * 

' In the field of land-air strategy, the 
‘aircraft directly allotted to the land 
forces (reconnaissance planes) favor 
‘rather the defensive, in so far as they 
‘help to eliminate surprise - ‘the main 
'advantage of the attacker, The air 
iforces cooperating with the land forces, 
'in particular in the special form of 
jattack aviation, on the contrary tend 
|to favor the attacker since they can be 
concentrated suddenly at a previously 
arranzed point. Inestimeble and ever 
growing in importance are the advantages 
\waich transport by aircraft offers to 
'land operations in the tactical and lo- 
'gistical fields." 

---000--~ 
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TRAVELING BOARD ENROLLS FLYING STUDENTS 


| Lieut. Colonel C.L. Beaven, Medical 
| Corps; Major Isaiah Davies and Lieut. 
E.¥F, Fulton, Air Corps, three officers 
from the Air Corps Traini Center, 
Randolph Field, Texas, arrived on March 
13th at Marshall Field, Fort Riley, 
Kaasas, in two RT-9 airplanes, and pro- 
cesded immediately to Kansas State Col- 
lege, Manhattan, Kansas, where they con- 
ducted qualifying examinations for stu- 
‘dents aspiring to appointment as Flying 
Cadets, Twelve young men, who were 
qualified, were given short rides in 
the BT-9's on March 16th, after whica 
the officers took off for the University 
of Missouri, Colwnbia, Missouri, to en- 
roll students of that institution. 
~--~000--- 
Major Edwin Z. Aldrin, Air Reserve, who 
some ten years ago resigned from the Air 
Corps to become aviation manager of a 
rominent oil company, has gone into 
usiness for himself as an aeronautical 
consultant in New York City. 
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WHO SAID SERVICE TEST INSTRUMENT? 
By an Equipment Branch Engineer 
Air Corps Materiel Division 


Mr. Pilot, do you shudder when you 
hear the words "Service Test"? Do you 
pay "Oh, oh! Here is where I get stuck 
with some extra work?" Do you lie awake 
nights praying that you won't have to 
have that particular S.T, instrument 
mounted on your “eee Whether you 
do or not, please listen to my side of 
the story. 

I am only a service test instrument, 
What is going to hapten to me? Will I 


be made standard (I hope, I hope, I hope) 


and allowed to remain on an airplane 
through my prime of life or will I be 
discarded like a great many others be- 
cause of my shortcomings? It is up to 
you, Mr. Pilot, to decide. 
Please don't think I have been sent to 
your station just to cause you extra 
work in running tests and writing a re- 
port, I am sent with a definite purpose 
in mind, I be an entirely new in- 
strument for which it is felt there is a 
need, or I may be an improvement over a 
standard instrument, existence being 
brought about by Unsatisfactory Reports 
from the Service. I may be a brain 
storm, but don't blame me for it. Don't 
recommend me for standardization just 
because I be a handsome fellow. I 
would rather be discarded because of 
faults while I am on probation (S.T. 
ems Noeane hot i a _—— ~ 
a& regular guy (standard equipmen 
a then have my ears fed down de- 
cause of these faults which were not 
discovered while I was being service 
tested, 

On the other hand, don't turn me down 
becaus2 of my a appeerance 
henge I do what 1s required of me, 

lease remember that the more thorough 
test you give me and the more you can 
af about me in your report, the better 
will be my final design (in case I am 
standardized) and the more I will be 
able to nelp ycu sometime when you are 
caught cut in a thunderstorm and can't 
see the railroad tracks, (Oh, pardon me 

know you don't follow those a: more. } 

Remember, Mr. Pilot, the §,7. instru- 
ment of today will be the Standard In- 
strument of tomorrow, 


RETRACTABLE LANDING GEAR WARNING SIGNAL 


The type B-3 signal assembly is being 
shonteedibned at the wth jt At pre 
Wright Field, Ohio, for use in aircraft 
Previded with retractable landing gear, 
to sound a warning when an attempt is 
made to land with the landing gear in 
the retrected position. 


@-ll- 








GROUND OFFICERS' CONTACT COURSES 


Following two groups each ef 14 offi- 
cers from Forts ox, Thomas and Benja- 
min Harrison, who visited Wright Field, 
Ohio, during February, two similar 
groups of 12 officers each, headed by 
Colonel Mershall Magruder, “C8th Field. 
Ertilléry, and: Colonel Bruee: Palmar, ist 
@avelry, be th.froa Fort Knox, Ky., visit- 
ed Wright Field during the month of March 

Nach group remained at Wright Field 
for one weex, during which time they at- 
tended lectures and demonstrations cov- 
ering the general set-up of procurement 
ensineering, power plant development, 
armament, propellers, radio, navigation 
| equipment, photography and aerial map- 
| pine. etc. The physiological laboratory 
| was visited, as weil as the hangars, 
| where the officers evinced great inter- 
|est in several of the newest types of 
| planes. 
| Hach member of the classes was given 





an airplane flight during his stay at 
' Wright Field. A trip through the Supply 
/and Exgineeving Departments was included 
'in the schedule, as well as a short talk 
lon the gathering and dissemination of 
iweather data. 
| According to the comments of these of- 
i‘ ficers, their week's stay at Wright 
i Field was highly instructive and greatly 
,enjgoyed, The only adverse comment heard 
| Was that their stay was not for two 
| weeks instead of one. All the vivitors 
| were housed in the Hotel D'Gink at 
Wright Field, and C.L. Blackford, the 
‘Operations Clerk in charge, intimated 
i that if the rush ef hotel business kept 
'up he was going to join the Hotel 
| Greeters © ABSES 08, 
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PORTABLE PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY 


| The Materiel Division, Wright Field, 
,recently dispatched the Type A-1 port- 

j able photographic laboratory to the Peter 
'C, Knight Airport, Tampa, Florida, for 

| cooperative work in connection with man- 
|euvers being conducted by tne GHQ Air 
\Force, A supply of quick drying photo- 
{graphic paper will be used on these 
{tests which will make it possible for 
prints to be delivered to the Staff two 
or three minutes from time of a 
This test will serve to determine the 
needs of this equipment for GHQ Air 
Force operations in the field. A sub- 
committee of the Air Corps Technical 
Committee recently met at the Materiel 
Division to consider the standardization 
of this equipment for service use. 
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During the month of February tho Engin- 
eering Department of the San Antonio Air 
Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, overhauled 
14 airplanes and 34 engines and repaired 
40 airplanes and 29 engines. 
V-7676, A.C, 
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D.F.C. PRESENTED TO LIZUT, KELSEY 


At the aucitcrium at Wright Field, 
ot beg Ohio, on the morning of Merch 
9th, lst Lieut. B.S, Kelsey, Air Corps, | 
was presented with the Distinguished Fly- 
ing Cross in the presence of the orfi- 
cers of the post and his family and 
friends. The ceremony was cpened by a 
very brief address by Brig. Generel A.W, | 
Robins, Chief of the Materiel Division, 
who said that in achieving this award, 
Lieut. Kelsey not only brought honor to 
his commend but to the whole Air Corps. 

The citation which wes read by Major 
A.W. Prock was as follows: 

"Benjamin S, Kelsey, first lieutenant, 
Air Corps, United Siates Army. For hero- 
ism and extraordinary achievement while | 
participating in an aerial flight. Oa 
December 24, 1936, at about 7:50 p.r., 
Lieutenant Kelsey was piloting an air- 
plane from Mitchel Field, Long Island, 
New York, to Wricht Field, Dayton, Chio, | 
fl Ang at an altitude of approximately 
1800 feet when the left motor instanta- 
neously failed anc the left wing burst 
into flames, Ey his outstendineg cour- 
age, sound judgment and at tue risk of 
his life, Lieutenant Kelsey maintained 
control of the airplane and, with great 
difficulty due to the darkness of the 
night and the glare from the burning 
airplane, effected a safe landing at 
Wright Field, thereby preventing the de- | 
esegeracs to valuable Government proper- 
y. 


---000-~-- 
FLIGHT TESTING THE NEWEST BOMEING PLANE 


Flight testing of the giant XB-15, the 
Air Corps' most recent acquisition in 
the way of Bombardment airplenes, com- 
menced the latter pert of February, prov- 
ing a matter of interest not only to 
Materiel Division personnel but to the 
country-side et large. The deliberation 
and majesty with Waicu the big craft 
threads its way alo the sky paths ex- 
cite awe as well as interest in those 
watching from the ground. Major S.M. 
Umstead and Lieut. L.F, Harman have been 
at the controls during this flight test 
period, Preceding flight testing, the 
Be-15 underwent thorough inspection at 
the hands of Materiel Division engineers, 
Guring which time large signs worded 
"xeep out" formed her chie? decoration, 
Inspection of this airplane meant the 
checking of miles (literally) of wiring, 
besides multitudinous other de‘ails, and | 
et times there were as many as 18 work- 
ers following their respective jobs si- 
multaneously in the huge interior. Ac- 
ceptance flight tests are fast nearing 
completion, and it is expected that re- 
ports covering this phase of »erformance 
will be ready for forwarding to the Chief, 
of the Air Corps in the near future, Tae 
more detailed performance tests are to 
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| Army), 


| organi 


i ond Coros Areas. 


| ing: two 


_ter Sergeant B. Retna, t EF 

|Tilgnman, Staff Sets. A. Pollack and A. 
; Yonconish 
' was Major G.E, Rice, 


' Bolling Field on December 4, 1936, 


follow, and it is believed that both ac- 


| ceptance and fuller performance reports 
wi.l contain some exceedingly interest- 


ing information regarding the possibili- 
ties of this huge —— 
wanwQ()0 o—0 


Q7TH OBS, SQDN. CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY 


The 97th Observation Squadron (Corps &— 
stationed at Mitchel Field, L.I., 
New York, celebrated its third anniver- 


| sary on February 28th with a real-old- 


get-together. ; 

There was another 97th Aero Squacron 
which served in the Vorld War, It was 
zed at Kelly Field, Texas, in 
Aurvust, 1917; sailed from New York in 
October, 1917, but had no combat service 
Waile abroad. Eeturnins to the United 


| States on January 22, 1919, it was de- 
' mobilized the following month, on Febru- 


ary 3rd, at Garden City, L.I., New York. 
The present-dey orgenization was con- 


' stituted at Mitéhel] sield on March l, 

| 1935, and the nistory and traditions of 
| the war time unit consolidated with the 
new squadron, 


Fron a $7-man squadron in 1935, the 


_ 97th has now developed into a well-round- 
' ed and self-sustaining M-day Corps and 
Army organization with all complete de- 
partments, including photo section and 


transportation, Although based at 
Mitchel Field, it coes not work with the 
GHo Air Force but is considered First 


| Division Aviation end performs coopera- 
| tive and command missions for all ground 


arm forces located in tue First and Sec- 
Equipped with Douglas 
O-46A airplanes and uslug various combina- 


| tions of Regular and Reserve pilots as 


observer teams, this Squadron set an en- 
vieble record of successful aerial co- 
operative missions during the past sum- 
training season, as well as conduct- 
pericds of fiela training at 
Conn., and with the First Arny 


a~ 
we 


Groton, 


, Conmaid Post Exercise at Fort Devens, 


Mass. 
Cf the original 37 enlisted men assign- 


ed to the Squadron at its inception in 


1235, seven ars still present, viz: Mas- 
M.S. 


Sgt. C.K. Yoder, Corp. F.S. 
Xelinowski ani Private lst Cl. P.Z, 
enning. The rirst Squadron Commander 
ir corps, who met 
his death in an airplane accident a” 
e 


was succeeded in turn by Captain A.J. 


| Lehman and Major George C, McDonald, The 
| present Squadron Commander is Major C.A, 


Horn, 

The 97th Squadron (C & A) recently com- 
vleted a pair of formation training 
flights from Long Island to Miami, Fla., 
and return, for the purpose of navigation 
training. The first element of four 
O-46A's, led by 2nd Lieut. R.E,Zllsworth, 
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Air Corps, included 2nd Lieuts. A.R, 
Anderson and M.F. Stunkard, Jr., Air Re- 
serve; Staff Sgt. A. Pollack; Sergeant E. 
Stiffson and Corporal Kalinowski, with 


Captain D.K, Mumma, Air Reserve (Inac- 
tive) aproupenyang. the flight in a Re- 
serve airplane. They departed from 
Mitchel Field on February 15th and re-' 
turned on the 17th. The second element 
of three 0-46A's departed on March ist © 
and returned three days later with let 
Lieut. P.G. Meisenholder, Air Corps, as 
flight commander and includi > 2nd Lieut. 
W.C. Barrett, Air Corps; 2nd Lieut. L.ii, 
Thomas, Air Reserve; Sergeant F.M.Baker, 
Corporal 2.W. Wofford and Private lst 
Cl. M.J. Ennis. 

For the period of the end Wing Exer- 
cises in the balmy South, and during the 
absence of a majority of the Base Trans- 
portation and driver personnel from 
Mitchel Field, the 97th Squadron is ail 
forming the essential base motor poo 
activities. Second Lieut, R.u,tliwvorth, 
Air Corps, has been appointed Acting 
Transportation Officer, and trucks and 
cars assigned to the Squadron have been 
removed from storage and pressed initio 
services, while the squadron drivers are 
practicing hand signals. 

First Lieut, R.H,. Wise, Air Co 


rps, was 


appointed Souadron Public Relations Offi- 
cer, vice 2nd Lieut. A.G, Witter, Air Re- 


serve, relieved. 

Second Lieut. W.C. Barrett, Air Corps, 
was detailed as Officer in Charge of the 
Group Mess at Mitchel Field. 

Among the hopefuls from the Regular 
rr | woo were ordered to the Air Corps 
Training Center for the March Class was 
Private Herbert F. Towner, of the 97th 
Observation Squadron, He attended the 


University of Oregon for two years and 


is a native of Santa Ana, Calif, Towner's | 


military career included two years of 
ROTC tnfentey) at the Oregon school. He 
served at Mitc 

to date of transfer, being assigned to 
duty in the Squadron Photographic Sec- 
tion, While attending high school in 


Santa Ana, he was active in football and | 


Dasebdall, 
---000--- 


The first of the ground officers' 
ame | courses of the year was held at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, from Febru- 
ary 7th to llth. A second eroup came to 
take the course from February 14th to 


18th, and a third from March 6th to 12th. | 


Approximately 15 officers have attended 

each of these traini courses, which 

are for the purpose o aaqnene sone 
with Air 


ab er officers more intimately 
orps procedure, The officers reporting 
at Wright Field for this duty were from 
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana; Fort 
Knox, Kentucky; and Fort Thomas,Kentucky. 
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el Field from August, 1937, | 





ASSIGNMENTS TO C. & G.S. SCHOOL 


Special Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, direct the following- 
' named Air Corps officers to report in 
| September, 1948, for duty as students at 
the Command and General Staff School, 
fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in the 1938- 
1939, course, viz: 
From the Air Co 
Maxwe Li 
On auty as students: , 
fe. jors ert F, Hegenberger, Reuben 
'C. Moffat, Carlyle R, Ridenour, John F, 
| Whiteley, Captains Orval R. Cook, Glenn 
iL. Davasner, Everett S. Davis, Howard 
| E, Engler, Ralph #. Fisher, Mervin E£, 
|Gross, Wilfrid H, Hardy, Charles W. 
'Lawrence, Richard HE, Nugent, George F. 
'Schulgen, Patrick W, Timberlake, Stewart 
'W. Towle, Jr., Otto P, Weyland, Thomas 
'D, White, Robert W.C. Wimsatt, Hobart R. 
i Yeager, John W, Warren. 
| First Lieut. Haywood §. Hansell, Jr., 
| €taff and Faculty, Air Corps Tactical 
i School, 
| From Mitcnel Field, N.Y,: Major 
| Charles A. Horn, Capt. Joseph Smith. 
| From West Point, N,Y,; Captain 
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| Leonard a. Rodieck. j 


From Kell; 





School Squad- 
| ron, 


From Selfridge Field, Mich,: Major 
Edwin J, mouse, 1st Pur ait Group 


= Ss roup. 
Field, Va.: Major Walter 


| 
| 
| From Langle 
| J, Reed, ‘ , 
| _ From Kockwell Air Depot, Calif.: Major 
; Charles W. van, 
| From Office Chief of Air Corps, Wash- 
ington, D.C,: Major Alvan C. rer 
Trom Maxwell Field, Ala.; Major 
| William W. Welsh, Captain Gordon Pi 
Saville. 
Captain David 


M, schletter, le Ss. Squadron, 

From Lozan Field, Baltimore, Md.: 

| Major Edwin 5, sobzien, Instructor, Air 
| Corps, Maryland National Guard. 

| From Los Angeles, Calif.: Major Benj. 
F, Giles, Instructor, Air Corps, Cali- 

fornia National Guard, 

From St. Paul, Minn,;: Majer Arthur I, 
Ennis, Instructor, 4ir Corps, Minnesota 
Wational Guard. 

' From Little Rock, Ark,: Captain Claire 
| Stroh, Instructor, Air Corps, Arkansas 


| Bessenns Guard. 


| 
| 
| 
| From Fort Knox . 
| 
i 
i 
i 
{ 
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| FIRE TESTS ON TYPE PB-2 AIRPLANE 


e PB-2A airplane 
were recently completed at the Materiel 
Division, Pees ield, Dayton, Ohio, As- 
@ result of these tests, it was recom- 
mended that a 7}-pound COp fire extin- 
guisher be instalied in each of these 
prsaes. In the event of fire in the air, 

t was recommended (if conditions permit, 
that the gasoline be turned off, as well 
| as the ignition, the stying speed reduc- 
j= ~_ 376, A, C. 


Fire tests on a 











ed to a minimum, and the extinguisher 
operated, 4 
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HAWAIIAN AIR DEPOT A BUSY PLACE 


Mention of Hawaii brings a person 


| thoughts of tropical sunshine and cool 


BOMBING PRACTICE BY 9TH BOMB, SQDN. 


"We are in the midst of a T.R. 440-40 
Bomhing Season," writes the News Letter 
Correspondent of the 9th Bomberdment 
Squadron, Hamilton Field, CGalif., "but 
we have run into the usual difficulties 
plus many unusual difficulties. 

The problem of completing the bombing 
schedule for this Souadron would be very 
easy if it were not for the weather son- 
ditions we have experienced here for the 
past month. Having only two full combat | 
crews in this Squadron, it would seem as | 
though it would be a simple matier to 
compiete those crews in the T.R. 440-10 
requirements. 

_ However, since we took over the bomb- 
ins range here, which was aoout February 
10, 1938, there has not been more than 
four or five days when tne ceiling and 
weather conditions were suca as to per- 
mit bombing at altitudes of more than 
4,000 feet, There is an auxiliary bomb- | 
ing range located at Mather Field which 
is available at all times, but the 
weather conditions which prevail ai 
Hamilton Field will normaily prevail at 
Mather Field also. 

In addition to the unusual weather, we | 
also have been hendicapped within the 
Squadron due to the fact that the bom- 
bardiers cf both combat crews are cna | 
special duty detail. One of the bdombdar- | 
diers, Lieut. Underhill, is in charge of | 
Link Trainer instruction, waich has taka! 
him away from the Squadron, except for 
very occasional periods. Lieut.Reynolds, 
the bombardier of the second combat crew, 
is taking the course on the Link Trainer,’ 
— with Lieut. Capp, which outs both 
cf these officers ‘out of commissicn, 'in- 
sofar as the Squadron is concerned, for 
oractically all of each morning, rive 
Says per week, Lieut. Capp is co-pilot 
of one crew, anc Lieut. Graliam, wao co- 
pilots on the Squadron Commander's crew, 
is taking a special bomb-sight course, 
which makes him 'not available' for near-. 
ly ell of every morning or afternoon. 

All in all, the situation with refer- | 
ence to the completion of the bombing 
schedule has the Souadron Operations 
Section ulling hair by the nands-full, 
We only have ten officers in the Scuad- 
ron, including the Squadron Commander, 
and the two bombardiers and two co-pilots 
being on these special details just 
about puts on the finishing touch, so 
far as bombing schedules are concerned. 
If this 'most unusual' California 


j 
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' the shops of this. 
of each building is a beehive, but the 
| principal product is not honey, nor any 


shady spots under the palm trees, unless 


said person as to wander through 


s Depot. Under the roof 


of its by-products. Therein you will 


| find men with cealloused hands and sweaty 
| brows, skilifully fashioning various 
| bits of metal into airplane parts. 


Some 
of the work requires the use of an eye- 
glass, and some or it requires the use 
of a twenty-ton press. 

During the first two and a half months 
of tnis year, a total of 770 Work Orders 


' were completed at the Hawaiian Air Depot 
' at Luke Field. 


In addition to the usual 
routine business handled for Luke and 


| Waeeler Fields, the Depot has taken over 


the job of fabricating miscellaneous 


| shop and hangar equipment for Hickam 
Field, and verious items required for the 


assenvly of the new B-18's recently as- 


| signed. 


i. few years ago there seemed to be 
plenty of elbow room around the Depot, 
but witn tae recent rapid increase in 


| personne]. and airplanes it would now be 
easier to walk your pet poodle down the 
center of #ifth Avenue tuan it would be 


to co the same sete Po the Depet shops. 
amas Q (0 mmm 


WAR DEPARTMEIUT SPECIAL ORDERS 
Changes of Station 


To Randolph Field, Texas: lst Lieut. 
Edwin R, French, from the Philippines; 








| lst Lieuts. Gabriel P. Disosway, Othel 


R. Deering, Harvey P. Huglin; end Lieuts. 
Ralph M. Kellogg and Jack M, Malone, 
from Parksdale Field, La.; lst Lieut. 


| George P, Moody, from Mitchel Field, N.Y.; 


lst Lieut. Hanlon H,. Van Auken, from 


| Selfridge Field, Mich.; end Lieuts. John 
RB, Cornett, from Brooks Field, Texas; 
'Lawrance 0, Brown, from Selfridge Field, 
_Mich.; Daniel I, Moler, from Maxwell 

' Field, ala. 


| To Kelly Field, Texas: Captain John 
D. dchllister, from Maxvell Field, Ala.; 


lst Lieuts. John ¥, Wadman, from March 
Field, Calif., and LeRoy Hudson, from 


| Brooks Field, Texas. 


J 
| Aur Corps Technical School, from the 
' Philippines. 


To Tenver, Colo,: 1st Lieut. Raymond 
. aeeves, +> the Denver Branch of the 


Active duty for Reserve Officers 


Second Lieut, Willsam Preston \uckols, 


‘of Jackson Heizhts, L.I., New York, to 
| Randolph Field, Texas; and 2nd Lieut. 


weather continues to prevail, it is pos- , John Jerry Mulvey, of lational City, 
sible that we will sean our Last born ° _Calif., to March Field, Calif., both to 
at 23:59 on 30 June 38," | March 17, 1941. : 
---000~-- ata, 4.0 ene 
| Major Romeyn 3B, Hough, Jr., was pro- 
'moted to the temporary rank of Lieut. 
' Colonel, to rank from March 8, 1938, 
~14- V-7676, A.C. 














NEW TITLES FOR SQUADROBS IN HAWAII 


According to the News Letter Correspon- 


dent from Iuke Field, T,H., the long 
talked of change in squadron nomencla- 
ture became true on February 28th. This 


Change renames the 4th Observation Squad-' 


ron the 4th Reconnaissance Squadron, 


lenin 


| 


| men of Cnanute 


| 


! 


TECHNICAL SCHOOL GRADUATES AMONG 
"GOOD WILL" FLIGHT PERSONNEL 


Stating that the officers and enlistetl 
Field, Rantoul, Ill., re- 
gence with the rest of the country at 
the successful flight to South America 
cf our six B-17's, the News Letter Cor- 


"While there is a 'waat's in_a name’ atti-irespondent points with pride to the fact 
tude among many," the Luke Field Corres- | that,of the men who took part in this 


pondent continues, "the Squadron feels 
that our new name is more in keeping 
with the type of missions we perform and 
are expected to perform in time of emer- 
gency, During the past hg our Corps 
and Army observation work has been prac- 
tically nil, whereas long range recon- 
naissance has been emphasized. Every 
officer in this Squadron, with two ex- 
ceptions, is either a qualified naviga- 
tor or a student nearing quelification 
and, if called upon for any long range 
reconnaissance, search, or patrol, it is 


believed that this work would be routine. 


Therefore, since our work is directed 
along these lines, we are proud to have 


in the type of missions expected of us." 

The scribe of another organization at 
luke Field has tiis to say: 

"The old 65th Service Squadron has 
blossomed forth with a brand new name, 
It has been redesignated as 'Base Head~ 
gual ag and 17th Air Base Squadron.' 

e, 


at the present time are at a loss as , 1928 


to just what this is going to mean, or 
just what changes are going to take 
Place, but as usual we are going to do 
our utmost to maintain our high morale 
and efficient seater; al 

---0 


NAVIGATION TRAINING IN HAWAII 


The Navigation School of the SOth Re- 
connaissance Squadron is still continu~ 
ing the practical phase in Dead Reckon- 
ing navigation. For the past two weeks 
members of the class have beeu engaged 
in plotting navigation problems lios. 2 
and 3. Problem No, 2 consists of flying 
by the mest direct air route from Luke 
Field to Barbers Point (Oahu), thence to 

inini Point (Kauai), to Kaena Point 
Oahu) and to Luke Field. Problem,No. 3 
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is from Luke Field to Kaena Point (Oahu),/ 


pence to Kaula Island, to Kahuku Point 
Qaim) and to Luke Field, 

The students who have co 
No, 2 are Captain Homer W. Ferguson, lst 
Lieuts. Leland §. Stranathan and George 
¥, Kehoe, Air Corps; lst Lieut. Edmund T. 
Gorman, dna Lieuts. James C, Cochran and 
Louis M. Gregory, Air Reserve. 

Members of the class who have complet- 
ed Problem No. 3 are Captain Ferguson, 
Lieuts, Stranathan — ehoe. 

mm OU —awee 

Lieut. Colonel Junius W. Jones has 
veen detailed for ey in the Inspector 
General's Office, Wa ton, D.C., ef- 
fective August 1, 1938, from duty at the 
Denver Branch, A.C, Technical School. 
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leted Problem 


| 





‘phy, 1923. 


flight, sixteen are graduatos of the Air 
Corps Technical School, viz: 
Captain Alva L, Harvey - Airplane Main- 


tenance mp er 1932, 
Captain Archibald Y. Smith - Photogra- 


Captain Robert B, Williams - Photogra- 
phy, 1925. 
Pt Lieut. John W, Zgan — Armament, 
lst Lieut. Thomas L, Moehay ~ Airplane 
Maintenance Engineering, 1931. 
det Lieut. John A, Samford - Airplane 


| Maintenance a agg gg 


lst Lieut. Edwin L, ker — Communi- 


; ot /cacions, 1936, 
our new name, signifying our proficiency 


Tecunical Sergeant Besola Cobb - En- 
Sine Mechanics, 1924. 

Tachnical Sergeant Gilbert W. Olson ~ 
Airplane Mechanics, 1925. 

Staff Sergeant William J, Heldt - Air- 
plane Mechanics, 1922; Iastrument Speci- 
alist, 1957. 

Sergeant George R, Charlton - Radio, 
Sergeant Jack A, Franske - Airplane 
Negeaes, 1930; Carburetor Specialist, 

ol, 

Corporal James BE, Sands -— Radio, 1933, 

Private lst Class Norbert D, Flinn - 
Radio, 1936. 

Private lst Class Donald F, Lowney - 
Radio, 1956. 

Private Harold J. Nycum - Radic, 1936. 

(lst Cl.) 


_ 
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PERSONNEL NOTES 


Special Orders of the War Department, 


| recently issued, announced the appoint- 


ment, under the provisions of the Act of 


Congress, approved June 16, 1936, of 
Colonel Arnold WW. Krogstad, Air Corps, 
‘as wing Commander with the temporary 


rank oi Brigadier General, Air Corps, 
from March a 1938; his relief from as- 
signment and duty as Commandant of the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, and his assignment to duty 
as Wing Commander, Second Wing, GHQ Air 
Force, Langley Field, Va. 

Promotion: From Lieut. Colonel to 
Colonel - Frederick L, Martin (Brigadier . 
General, Wing Commander) with rank from 
February 24, 1958. 

Lieut. Colonel Arthur B. McDaniel is 
relieved from duty as Instructor at the 
Command and General Staff School, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kans., and assigned to duty 
eas student, Army War College,38-39 cars. 
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Enroute from Maxwell Field, Ala., to 
Barksdale Field, La., on March 22nd, in 
a BT-9 airplane, Major Robert H. Finley, 
Air Corps, met his death when he crasitied 
approximately twelve miles east of 
Merician, Miss. The vlane was complete- 
ly wrecked and burned. It was reported 
that the parachute was found to be open. 


The deceased officer entered the mili- 


tary service durinz tne World War and 

helc four flying ratings, those of Air- 

plane Pilot, Airplane Observer, Airship 
ilot and Balloon Observer. 

Born on lLovember 10, 1892, at Omaha, 
Nebraska, Major Finley graduated from 
the elemenvary and high schools of that 
city, and in 1915 he graduated as an 
electrical engineer from the Nebraska 
State University. 
the service, he was a tag for one 
year as a Craughtsman by the Union 
Pacific Railroad Co., and for a year he 
was employed by a motor car company in 
the sales and service department. 

Enlisting in the Aviation Section, 
Signal Enlisted Reserve Corps, on Octo- 
ber 9, 1917, he was sent to thse Army 
Balloon School at Fort Omsha, Nebraska, 
for lighter-than-air training, upon the 
completion of which he was appointed a 
second lieutenant in the Aviation Sec- 
tion, Signel Corps, February 11, 1918, 
and assigned to active duty as an in- 
structor at the above-named Balloon 
School, 

In addition to his balloon training 
at Fort Omaha, Mejor Finley completed 
the course of instruction at the Javy 
Dirigible School at Pensacola, Fla., in 
1919, and the course of instruction at 
the Army Airship School at Lanzley Field, 
Va,, during the time he was stationed at 
this field, from July, 1920, to Decem- 
ber, 1921. He next attended the Primary 
Flying School at Carlstrom Field, Arca- 
Gia, Fla., and upon graduetion therefrom 
end completion of the course of iastruc- 
tion at the Advanced Flying School ait 
Kelly Field, Texas, he wes assigned as 
student at the Sheffield Scientific 
School, Yale University, New Haven,Conn., 
where he specialized in radio communica- 
tions, graduating in June, 1923. 

Returning to Langley Field, Major 
Finley served as communications officer 
of the 2nd Bombardment Group until Octo- 
ber 1, 1924, For the next two years he 
was stationed in the Philippines, serv- 
ing at Nichols Field for two months and 
at Kindley Field during the remainder of 
nis foreign service tour. He then re- 
turned to Kelly Field, where he served 
‘s an instructor in the Observation Sec- 
.lon of the Advanced Flying School. 
uater he took the special course of in- 
struction in Airplane Observation at 
this school, on completion of which he 
was rated as "Airplane Observer." 
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| Corps Technical School at 


| tae Stn Composite Group and the 
' bardment Souadron at Luke Field, 


From December, ge to ge oak 
Major Finley was on duty at tne Air 
or { 4 Chanute Field, 
Iil., following which he was stationed 
in the Hawaiian Department for a period 
of three years, being on duty at various 
times with the 4th Observation frm tn 
a Bom- 
is 


| next assignment was at Rockwell Field, 
| Calif., from August, 1935, to October, 


1955, where he served for a short time 
as Post sxchnange Officer, and later as 


| Commanding Officer of the 76th Service 
| Squadron; Supply Officer, Station Comple- 
ment; and Assistant Post Adjutant, From 


Prior to his entry in | : \ 
' the utmost sympathy to his bereaved 
| family anid friends. 


Rocxwell Field he was transferred to 


|Moffett Field, Calif., where he remained 


until August, 1937, when he was trans- 


| ferred to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 


The Air Corps deeply regrets the pass- 
ing of this veteran pilot and extends 


---000~--— 


An unfortunate collision in the air 


| on March 18, 1938, some five miles 


southwest of Clark Field, P.I., result- 


/ ec in the death of 2nd Lieut. William 


WM, McBee and Private, lst Class, Harold 


| Nordcuest, Air Corps. 


' chute. 


Neither the 
pilot nor the passenger used the para- 
Tae occupants of the other air- 


plane in the accident, 2nd Lieut. 


: Wm, 


Osepn J, Nazsero, pilot, and Sergeant 


vu 
i, Nelson, passenger, escaped death 
by using their parachutes. The pilot 
wes injured during the course of his 
jump, 

Lieut. McBee had been stationed in 
the Philippines scarcely e month, having 


| arrived in that Department for duty on 





February 2lst. He graduated from the 
Air Corps Training Center on October 

6, 1937, specializing in Pursuit Avia- 
tion, and on that date was rated as 
"Airplane Pilot." He was a member of 
the June, 1936, greduating class of the 
U.S. Military Academy, being commission- 
ed a 2nd Lieutenant of Infantry, follow- 
ing which he was assigned to the Air 
Corps for flying training, He was born 
in Arkansas, January le, 1911. 

Private Nordquest was serving his 
first cnlistment in the Air Corps,which 
he joined on September 23, 1935, being 
assigned to station at Chanute Field, 
Rantoul, Ill. He graduated in May, 
1936, from the Air Corps Technical 
School at that station as a Radio Opera- 
tor, following which he was assigned 
to duty in the Philippines with sta- 
tion at Nichols Field, P.I. He was pro- 
moted to Private, lst Class, November 
30, 1937, 

The Air Corps extends its deepest 
sympathy to the sorrowing relatives and 
friends of these two young men whose 
untimely death cut short promising 
careersin the military service, 


V-7676, A.C, 








